
 

  

 

December 2021 

 
Hello,  

 

Has this year passed as quickly for you? It feels that way to me. Feels like the last time I looked at the calendar it was 

August, and we were enjoying the warmth of the summer sun. I looked yesterday and the cold November wind was 

blowing, and we were experiencing a good slushy snow.  

 

Time. Where does it go?  

      

There are so many adages about time. Time flies when youõre having fun. In todayõs world it could be said that time 

moves fast when we binge watch television.  

 

Time moves faster as we get older. Remember when summer vacation lasted forever?  

 

Time waits for no one. I learned that neither do tides.  

 

Lost time is never found. How do you like Daylight Savings Time and the time changes, whether the hour is lost or 

gained, adjusting is hard.  

 

Far to frequently these past three months I have quoted Ecclesiastes 3, For Everything has a Time Under Heaven, a 

comforting piece for funerals.  

 

Time  

 

As we spend the remaining days of the year rushing through the holidays: to get the gift, wrap the gift, ship the gift, track 

the gift, bake the pie, hang the lights, find the tree, trim the tree, check on Mom and the neighbor, and prep for the 

concert, I invite you to stop, if even but for the briefest moments.  

 

Stop. Breathe. Acknowledge the moment you are in.  

 

Our time now at church is Advent. Advent, a time of waiting, an expectant waiting time and preparation for the 

celebration of the birth of Jesus. Waiting for a new baby to be born. Waiting on Hope. Peace. Joy. Love. Christ. 

 

Theophrastus, a Greek philosopher, and botanist said, òTime is the most valuable thing a man can spend.ó  

How will you spend your time?  

 

Peace to your time keeping,  

Pastor Patty  

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF BENZONIA UCC  



 

  

 

 

 

 

December  
Birthdays    

1 Keith Brian 
3 Dick Haase 
5 Courtney Sauer 
7 Phoebe Vance 
8 Roxane Miner 
10 Hailey Lowry 
12 Emily Rafferty 
12 Blair Moss 
12 Gary Brouwer 
13 Shirley Jones 
14 Margie Peacock 
15 Cathy Hahn 
18 Emmeline Wolowiec 
18 Michael Call 
19 Johnna Milks 
20 Rosemary Abbett 
20 Mia Jones 
27 Steve Walton 
28 Tyler Moss 
29 Kay Bos 
30 John Milks 
30 Danielle Plumstead 
31 David Call 
31 Wayne Strom 
31 Edward Shigwadja 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Anniversaries 

7 Sonny and Esther Rodriguez 
21 Alan and Joanne Appelhof 
21 Mike and Carolina Jones 
22 Andrew and Christy Case 
27 Roger and Helen Dewey 
  
 

 

Flowers 
If you would like to supply flowers for the altar, please sign up on 
the bulletin board or contact the church office. You may then bring 
in your own flowers or donate $30 to the church flower fund for an 
arrangement to be purchased from Victoriaôs Floral. 

 

UCC Church of the Month 

As part of our continuing efforts to work together with our 
fellow United Northern Association churches as a community 
of faith, we invite you to pray this month for the ongoing 
mission and ministries of New Waves UCC of Traverse City. 

 

Nancy Reynolds 
 

Pat Forrester 

Doris Marshall 

Barbara 

Philip Lyman 

Misha 

Greg Lowry 

 

Maddie 

Mary T.  

AJ 

Russ 

Denise 

Cory 
 

Wendell 

 
 
Family and 
Friends of 
Pat Kinske 
 
Family and Friends of 
Jackie Wheeler 

Friends and Family of 
Dan Rayner 

Don and Jean 

Helen  

Remember in Your Prayers 

Web Links 
 

Michigan Conference News: michucc.org 
 
Church Facebook Page: facebook.com/
BenzoniaCongregational 
 
United Northern Association Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/UnitedNorthernAssociationUCC  

 
 

Card and Notes  
 Please see the Bulletin Board for notes and letters  

 
Dear Friends from the Youth Sunday School, thank you SO MUCH for the wonderful gifts! 

Our Neighbors will appreciate this the same way we do.  Many Blessings!  Liz Ham BACN 

Thank you for your thoughtful donation to Mrs. Mullenõs Closet. We were 
unable to hold our Fall 2021 fundraising event so your generosity is 

greatly appreciated. Your support over the past 10 years has helped Mrs. 
Mullenõs Closet grow into the successful program it is today. Thank you! 

Phil and Cindy,  Mrs. Mullenõs Closet  

Dear Members of the First Congregational Church of Benzonia, On behalf 
of the Benzie County Central School Educational Foundation Board of 

Directors, I wish to extend our sincere appreciation for your generous 
donation of $125 to Mrs. Mullenõs Closet. Because of the ongoing support, Mrs. Mullenõs 

Closet has been able to help make a positive difference for many students and families in 
Benzie County.  Thank you again for your interest and support. Sincerely, Carol Yalch, 

Secretary 
December Volunteers Coffee
  

 Dec 5  Circle 1  

 Dec 12 Circle 1   

 Dec 19   Barb Brian  

 Dec 26 Beth Sheets  

  

http://michucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational
https://www.facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational


 

  

 

Please join us for the 
 

Sunday, December 5, 9:00am 

First Congregational Church of  

Benzonia, UCC 

 

Fun for all ages! 

Christmas Crafts 

Gingerbread houses 

Ornaments and Decorations 

Hanging greens 

 

Abbreviated Worship in  

Fellowship Hall at 10:30 AM 

with Communion  

Brunch following  



 

  

 

 
 

 

 

for BACN 
 
 

For our BACN donations this month, 
we are trying to collect Baking 

Goods.  Help us help those in need 
by participating in our ongoing Bring 

In Groceries.  

 

 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻ /ƻƻƪƛŜ ²ŀƭƪ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
ȅŜŀǊΤ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 
ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŀƪŜΣ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ с-у ŘƻȊŜƴ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ 
ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǘǊŜŀǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻƻƪπ
ƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ŎƻƻƪƛŜ 
ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ōȅ 5ŜŎ млΦ   
/ƛǊŎƭŜ м ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ 
ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊŜ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ {ŀǘΦΣ 5ŜŎ мм 
ŀǘ мΥлл ǘƻ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛπ
ōǳǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ   

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎ ƻƴ 5ŜŎ мн ƻǊ моΦ    LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇΣ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ /ƘǊƛǎ {ǘƻƴŜ ŀǘ ном срм лптс ƻǊ 
ŎƘǊƛǎƧǎǘƻƴŜптϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 


