FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF BENZONIA UCC

l YF l N I E B June 2023

Over the past five months | have offered up poetry for contemplation. This month | would like to offer a dif-
ferent perspective, a place for you to practice some writing. Before you cringe as badly as | do in thinking about
writing a haiku, here is the premise.

This past week | attended the online space of the Festival of Homiletics. One of the speakers was Rev. Dr.
Otis Moss lll, the preacher and teacher of Trinity UCC, Chicago. Dr. Moss is a vibrant and energetic motivator,
teacher, and preacher. His lecture was based on the question: Do we retell or tell anew the story of God and/or
Jesus? Do we simply tell the story that we know over and over again, or do we find innovative and thought-
provoking ways to share the story of Jesus? Towards the end of the lecture Dr. Moss gave a writing assignment, a
challenge. To write your favorite biblical story with out using the letters a or €. Here is one of mine, Exodus 3:1-12,
Moses and the burning bush.

A drifting protector of livestock stood monitoring his wife’s founder’s stock and took sight to
brush burning, but not consumed. Moses loom up to it and understood spirits singing, “Doff your
flipflops, for you occupy holy ground. | am God, God of your blood, of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. |
know my individuals cry and now you must go on a mission, to go to the Pharoh and notify him to
let my individual go.” Moses blurted, “Who am | to do this work??” And God said, “I will be with

”

you.
Personally, | think that | would fail this assignment should | have had to complete it at seminary. Dr. Moss also
stressed finding another way to tell the story. How would you react if you had some strange things happen to you?
Let’s paint a scene.
You have had a bit of a go in life. Parts of your life have been fairly easy, and parts of your life have
been a bit rough. You now find yourself running from the law because you stood up to the powers
that be to protect someone, and those said powers are now trying to kill you. You find this wonder-
ful woman, who is not the one society says that you are to marry, but you do anyways. Life is fairly
good. Your father-in-law has given you full reign over watching some of his sheep. Nice. You are
away from people and that suits you just fine. Outside all day - Yeah! And then one day you see a
bush that is burning. This is not so good. Fire will destroy the grassland, and then the sheep will
have nothing to eat. You walk over to see if you can put the fire out and that is when your world
takes a hard left turn! The bush is burning but not burning up. The surrounding land if fine.
What??? From there you hear a voice calling YOUR name. You! “Yes, this is God. Take off your
shoes.” You get a bit indignant, “What? Take off my shoes? This is no place to walk around bare-
foot. Do you know what the sheep leave behind?” And God continues, “Okay, fine, but | have a job
for you to do. There are a lot of people that need someone to stand up to the powers that be and
relieve them from their suffering. I'll be with you the whole time, so, let's get to work.” And the
whole time your brain is spinning... “You want me to go and do the thing that | am running away
from, the thing | did before that the authorities now want to punish me for. How long do | have to
think about this?” How do you answer God when your name is called.

Happy to listen and/or read your rewrites.
Peace along the journey,
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For our BACN donations this month, we are trying to collect Healthy
Breakfast and Lunch items. Help us help those in need by participating
in our ongoing

Bring In Groceries program.

June Musicians

June 4 - Nena Girven

June 11 - Mary Ellen Wagner
June 18 - Mary Ellen Wagner
June 25 - Nena Girven
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COLLECTING THROUGH SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20™
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Sincerely,
Sarah Sullivan
Executive Director




1 for Humanity®

of Benzie County

Benefit

Men's, Women's, Co-ed Teams
18 Holes of Golf with Cart
Lunch after Golf

Registration 8:00 AM
Shotgun start at 9:00AM

Register at

BenzieHabitat.orc



Christian Education’s

ﬁ% One Reem Scleollouse

Sunday School Sign Up

—

Volunteers Needed!

June 18
June 25
July 2
July 9
July 16
July 23
July 30
August 6
August 13
August 20

August 27

if you need ideas for a lesson or project,
contact Beth Sheets or Carolina Jones
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