
 

  

 

May 2025 

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF BENZONIA UCC 

Hi,  

As we are moving into the next phase of the year, spring, and working with contemplative practices, this 

month I’d like to offer gardening.  

Yes, gardening is not for everyone. Yes, gardening can be arduous. Yes, gardening can get expensive. I 

understand all of that. However, there can be more to it when we open ourselves up to new adventures and 

thoughts.  

Gardening offers a place of contemplation. What to plant; vegetable or flower, shrub or fruit tree, annuals or 

perennials, inside or outside plants. To slow down and envision how you can bring more of God’s creation, 

color and honeybees into your space.   

Gardening offers a time of slowing down. How to work the soil. Breathing in the scents of the dirt, organic 

and moist. And if it’s not smelling like that, to work in some fertilizer. Slowing down to see the earthworms 

and even the centipedes.  

Gardening offers a time of intentionality. Putting the sunflowers where the sun is shining the most. Offering 

the impatiens a shady place to flourish. Ensuring that the tomato plants are well supported before they get 

too big to get a basket around them. Not overwatering the ancient Christmas cactus. Working with creation 

to ensure that all have what they need to be their best.  

Remember too, that the definition of a weed is simply a plant growing where you don’t want it to.  

Gardening offers time with God. We are part of creation, and we are called by God to help care for crea-
tion. Breathe deeply into God’s love while your hands get dirty.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
   
   
   
  

See you along the way, 



 

  

 

 

Coffee Hour Hosts 

May 4   Mary Rodriquez  

May 11   Cathy Clifford & Sara  

May 18     Chris Stone  

  
 
 
 

 

May Birthdays 

 

1 Dick Henry  
6 Trevor Danford 
7 Wade Peacock   
7  Brianna Brian  
8 Catherine Clifford 
9 Taylor Johnson   
12 Katrina Smith    
15 Joanne Appelhof   
25 Steve Stephens 
25 Bill Bos   
26 Sabra Danford   
26 Rob Wolowiec  
27 Kristine Johnson  
27       Doug Workman  
30 Lawrence Czap  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 John and Barbara Riegler  
7 Donald and Jean Voight  
13 Michael and Nancy Call  
17 Scott and Kathy Neveu  
23        Wayne and Marilee Strom   

 

UCC Church of the Month 

As part of our continuing efforts to work together with our fellow 

United Northern Association churches as a community of faith, we invite you 

to pray this month for the ongoing mission and ministries of  

First Congregational Church of Charlevoix UCC 

Barbara  

Kathy S. 

Mike S. 

Bethany 

Eric 

Mike 

Diana 

Crystal 

Kaylee 

Family & friends of 
Gary Brouwer 

Friends of Nancy 
Reynolds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those who have lost 
loved ones. 

Web Links 
 

Michigan Conference News: michucc.org 

Church Facebook Page:  
facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational 

United Northern Association Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/UnitedNorthernAssociationUCC  

Church YouTube Page: 
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC   

Church Instagram Page: @First_Congregational_Benzonia  

 

Flowers 

If you need the assistance of the church for  

Altar Flowers, please call the office 231-882-4922. 

Remember in your Prayers 

For our B.I.G. donations this month, we are  

collecting laundry products.  

 

 

 

http://michucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC


 

  

 

 

MESSAGE FROM 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

After a financially successful 

2024, Unified Budget income in 

the first two months of 2025 ex-

ceeds expenses by $12,510.  A 

heartfelt thank you to each of 

you who have made this possi-

ble.  All contributions are very 

much appreciated and help us to 

carry out our mission to serve 

others. 

 

 

 

 

 

*There is a peanut allergy 

in the building!!* 

 

No Peanut or Peanut  

Butter Products 

This includes and not limited to:  
cookies, nut crunch donut/donut 
holes, frosting, dessert bars and  

candy bars! 



 

  

 

Women’s Fellowship is hosting a 

dinner for Single MOMM on Friday, 

May 9th at 6:00pm.  If you would like 

to help serve or help clean up after, 

please contact  

Chris Stone (231) 651-0476 or  

Jane Gary (231) 633-9728. 

 
 

Circle 1 will meet at the Cherry Hut on 

Wednesday, May 28th at 1:00.  Please 

let Chris Stone know if you plan to at-

tend so we can let them know how 

many to plan on, so they can have a ta-

ble ready.  Phone: (231) 651-0476, 

Email: chrisjstone47@gmail.com 

ATTIC TREASURE SALE 

Hosted by Women’s Fellowship 

 

WHEN:  Saturday, June 21st, 8am-4pm 

 

*We are looking for people to help set up on Thursday, June 19th and Friday, 

June 20th from 3:00-5:00.  We are also looking for people to work the day of 

the sale and to help take it down at 4:00.  If you can help on any of these days 

and times, please contact Chris Stone, (231) 651-0476, or Jane Gary, (231) 

633-9728. 

 

We will begin accepting items for the Attic Treasure Sale on Monday, May 5th.  

Please put items in the Sunday School room.  We will not accept any electron-

ics or clothing.  Be sure items are clean, not broken, or missing any pieces. 



 

  

 

May 2025 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 

5pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—NA (Barn) 

2 

12pm—WAA 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

3 

8:30am 

Men’s Break-

fast 

 

4 

BIG Sunday 

10:30am—

Worship & 

Communion 

5 

12pm—Bridge 

5pm—SMART 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—Boy Scouts 

6 

5:30pm—

Single MOMM 

7pm—WAA 

(Barn) 

7 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

 

8 

5pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—NA (Barn) 

 

 

9 

12pm—WAA 

6pm—Single 

MOMM Mother’s 

Day Brunch 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

 

 

10 

 

11 

Mother’s Day 

9:30am—

Deacon’s 

10:30am—

Worship 

 

12 

9am—Trustees 

11am—

Commodities 

12pm—Bridge 

5pm—SMART 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—Boy Scouts 

13 

5:30pm—

Single MOMM 

7pm—WAA 

(Barn) 

14 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

 

 

15 

5pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—NA (Barn) 

16 

12pm—WAA 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

 

 

17 

 

18 

10:30am—

Worship 

12pm—

Christian Ed 

 

 

 

19 

10am—Pianos 

tuned 

12pm—Bridge 

5pm—SMART 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—Boy Scouts 

20 

5pm—Council 

7pm—WAA 

(Barn) 

21 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

22 

5pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—NA (Barn) 

23 

12pm—WAA 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

24 

25 

10:30am—

Worship 

12pm—

Miner’s Baby 

Shower 

26 

Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

12pm—Bridge 

5pm—SMART 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—Boy Scouts 

27 

7pm—WAA 

(Barn) 

28 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

29 

5pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—NA (Barn) 

30 

12pm—WAA 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

31 
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Crossword Key for April 



 

  

 

 

    First Congregational Church of Benzonia UCC 
  901 Barber Street, P.O. Box 234                                                         

    Benzonia, MI 49616  

       

          

 

                                                          

 

      

                

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

          
 

 
 

 

 

F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  O f  B e n z o n i a  U C C   

B e n z o n i a ,  M I C H I G A N  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Office Phone: 231-882-4922       

Office Hours: M—F 9am—Noon 

Office Email: secretary@benzoniacongregational.org 


