
 

  

 

June 2025 

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF BENZONIA UCC 

Hello,  

 

Here we are, moving into June. Families are either visiting or we are on our way to see 

them. Not the middle of the summer, but a time to start looking forward to seeing your be-

loveds. And if your gathering time is anything like my family and friends it is a time of story-

telling and sharing.  

Have you ever stopped to think of storytelling as a spiritual practice? It’s on the list that I 

have, but it is not one that I would have put there. I love stories!! Both in the hearing and in 

the telling. However, I would not put them down as spiritual practice. I don’t think anyone in 

my family would, as we are all storytellers. And honestly, we drive each other crazy when 

we start repeating them.  

Yet, when I stop to think about it, storytelling can be a spiritual practice. When we stop to 

share a tale of our family’s past with the new generation we are making connections. When 

we share a story of when we lived in a particular town that someone else has lived in, we 

make connections. Storytelling is a form of connectedness.  

When we share we are connecting with each other, offering something of our own story to 

another. Whether that is in a form of encouragement, understanding, getting a good laugh 

or sharing tears, there is connection. And when we connect we strengthen our bonds with 

each other and with God. We connect on multiple levels as God’s beloved.  

So, not all spiritual practices are quiet or meditative. Not all spiritual practices are done in 

solitude.  

May you gather up this summer and share your stories. The funny ones, the hard ones, the 

encouraging ones, and the tearful ones. Share. And as you do, reflect on where God is in 

the story, where God is in that moment.  

Enjoy the stories.  

 

Peace to the Journey,   

 



 

  

 

 

Coffee Hour Hosts 

June 1     Patty Higgins 

June 8   Outreach/Deacons/  

                 Music 

June 15   Jane Gary  

June 22   Jo Bahry     

June 29   Chris Gehring  

  

 

June Birthdays 

 

4 Laura Nespor 
8 Harold Case 
11 John P. Marshall 
15 Bob Ward 
16 Mercedes Smith 
18 Patty Higgins 
21 Susie Marquardt 
22 Melanie Bredbanner 
24 Noreen Henry 
25 Ethan Webb 
28       Chris Stone 
29 Victoria Joy  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
8 Lee and Chris Stone 
14 Mark and Mary Thompson 
16 Hunter and Brianna Brian 
30 Jim Catts and Chris Jones  

 

UCC Church of the Month 

As part of our continuing efforts to work together with our fellow 

United Northern Association churches as a community of faith, we invite you 

to pray this month for the ongoing mission and ministries of  

First Congregational Church of Clare UCC 

Barbara  

Kathy S. 

Mike S. 

Bethany 

Eric 

Mike 

Diana 

Mickey S 

Family & friends of 
Coleman 

Family & friends of 
Clint Bridges 

Family & friends of 
Dana Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those who have lost 
loved ones. 

Web Links 
 

Michigan Conference News: michucc.org 

Church Facebook Page:  
facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational 

United Northern Association Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/UnitedNorthernAssociationUCC  

Church YouTube Page: 
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC   

Church Instagram Page: @First_Congregational_Benzonia  

 

Flowers 

If you need the assistance of the church for  

Altar Flowers, please call the office 231-882-4922. 

Remember in your Prayers 

For our B.I.G. donations this month, we are  

collecting crew socks for the Father Fred Shoe 

Event.  

 

 

 

http://michucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC


 

  

 

 

The Strengthen the Church offering supports the expansion of ministry 
and growth of UCC local congregations. Your support of this offering 
will help the UCC fulfill on its commitment to creating a just world for 

all by investing in new ministries and practices that meet the emerging 
needs of local communities. 

********************************************************************



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 

 
 



 

  

 



 

  

 

 
 



 

  

 

June 2025 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 

BIG Sunday 

10:30am—

Worship & 

Communion 

2 

12pm—Bridge 

5pm—SMART 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—Boy Scouts 

3 

7pm—WAA 

(Barn) 

4 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

5 

5pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—NA (Barn) 

6 

12pm—WAA 

(Barn) 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

7 

8:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

9am—Tutoring 

 

8 

9:30am—

Deacon’s 

10:30am—

Worship 

Matins 

Pentecost 

 

 

9 

9am—Trustees 

11am—

Commodities 

12pm—Bridge 

5pm—SMART 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—Boy Scout 

10 

7pm—WAA 

(Barn) 

11 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

 

12 

5pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—NA (Barn) 

 

 

13 

12pm—WAA 

(Barn) 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

 

 

14 

Flag Day 

9am—Tutoring 

 

15 

Father’s Day 

10:30am—

Worship 

12pm—

Christian Ed 

 

16 

12pm—Bridge 

5pm—SMART 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—Boy Scouts 

17 

10am—

Tutoring 

5pm—Council 

7pm—WAA 

(Barn) 

18 

10am—Tutoring 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

 

 

19 

Juneteenth 

Attic Treasures 

Setup 

5pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—NA (Barn) 

20 

Attic Treasures 

Setup 

12pm—WAA 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

 

 

21 

8am— Attic 

Treasure Sale 

9am—Tutoring 

 

22 

10:30am—

Worship 

 

 

 

23 

Patty—vacation 

12pm—Bridge 

5pm—SMART 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—Boy Scouts 

24 

Patty—

vacation 

10am—

Tutoring 

7pm—WAA 

(Barn) 

25 

Patty—vacation 

10am—Tutoring 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

26 

Patty—vacation 

5pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—NA (Barn) 

27 

Patty—vacation 

12pm—WAA 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

28 

Patty—vacation 

9am—Tutoring 

29 

Patty—

vacation 

10:30am—

Worship 

Jeff Rhodes—

Message 

 

30 

12pm—Bridge 

5pm—SMART 

7pm—AA (Barn) 

7pm—Boy Scouts 

     



 

  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 8th is Pentecost & Youth Sunday 

Crossword Key for May 



 

  

 

 

    First Congregational Church of Benzonia UCC 
  901 Barber Street, P.O. Box 234                                                         

    Benzonia, MI 49616  

       

          

 

                                                          

 

      

                

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

          
 

 
 

 

 

F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  O f  B e n z o n i a  U C C   

B e n z o n i a ,  M I C H I G A N  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Office Phone: 231-882-4922       

Office Hours: M—F 9am—Noon 

Office Email: secretary@benzoniacongregational.org 


