FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF BENZONIA UCC

A Joyful Noisel

June 2025

Hello,

Here we are, moving into June. Families are either visiting or we are on our way to see
them. Not the middle of the summer, but a time to start looking forward to seeing your be-
loveds. And if your gathering time is anything like my family and friends it is a time of story-
telling and sharing.

Have you ever stopped to think of storytelling as a spiritual practice? It's on the list that |
have, but it is not one that | would have put there. | love stories!! Both in the hearing and in
the telling. However, | would not put them down as spiritual practice. | don’t think anyone in
my family would, as we are all storytellers. And honestly, we drive each other crazy when
we start repeating them.

Yet, when | stop to think about it, storytelling can be a spiritual practice. When we stop to
share a tale of our family’s past with the new generation we are making connections. When
we share a story of when we lived in a particular town that someone else has lived in, we
make connections. Storytelling is a form of connectedness.

When we share we are connecting with each other, offering something of our own story to
another. Whether that is in a form of encouragement, understanding, getting a good laugh
or sharing tears, there is connection. And when we connect we strengthen our bonds with
each other and with God. We connect on multiple levels as God’s beloved.

So, not all spiritual practices are quiet or meditative. Not all spiritual practices are done in
solitude.

May you gather up this summer and share your stories. The funny ones, the hard ones, the
encouraging ones, and the tearful ones. Share. And as you do, reflect on where God is in
the story, where God is in that moment.

Enjoy the stories.

Peace to the Journey,
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UCC Church of the Month

United Northern Association churches as a community of faith, we invite you
to pray this month for the ongoing mission and ministries of
First Congregational Church of Clare UCC

Flowers

If you need the assistance of the church for
Altar Flowers, please call the office 231-882-4922. -Ze#

U For our B.1.G. donations this month, we are
“ collecting crew socks for the Father Fred Shoe
Event.
;_rean
Web Links

Michigan Conference News: michucc.org

Church Facebook Page:
facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational

United Northern Association Facebook Page:
facebook.com/UnitedNorthernAssociationUCC

Church YouTube Page:
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC

Church Instagram Page: @First_Congregational_Benzonia

June Birthdays
4 Laura Nespor
8 Harold Case
11 John P. Marshall
15 Bob Ward
16 Mercedes Smith
18 Patty Higgins
21 Susie Marquardt
22 Melanie Bredbanner
24 Noreen Henry
25 Ethan Webb
28 Chris Stone
29 Victoria Joy
o
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8 Lee and Chris Stone
14 Mark and Mary Thompson
16 Hunter and Brianna Brian
30 Jim Catts and Chris Jones
Coffee Hour Hosts
June 1 Patty Higgins
June 8 Outreach/Deacons/
Music

June 15 Jane Gary

June 22 Jo Bahry

June 29 Chris Gehring oy



http://michucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC

The Strengthen the Church offering supports the expansion of ministry
and growth of UCC local congregations. Your support of this offering
will help the UCC fulfill on its commitment to creating a just world for

all by investing in new ministries and practices that meet the emerging

needs of local communities.

UNITED CHURCH
) OF CHRIST

Strengthen the Church




Sunday, June 8 at 10:30 AM

Worship with our special guests,
The Matins,
a youth choir from Plymouth United Church of Christ

in Des Moines, IA,
as they share their musical talents.

Following the service, a luncheon will be served.




’¥ Toddlers, Kids, & Adult Socks
All Sizes

Father Fred Foundation Back to
School Shoe Event
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Attic Treasures &

Classic Junk Sale
Saturday, June 21

8:00am - 4:00pm

rirst Congregational Church of Benzonia, UCC

707 Barber otreet, Benzonia
you'l find everything you

never knew you needed




Celebrate 100 Years of Community with an

Old Fashioned

Strawberry Social

Sunday, June 22nd
2:00-4:00 pm

Mills Community House
891 Michigan Ave (US-31), Benzonia, MI

Lower Level: Strawberry Sundaes and
Strawberry Shortcake
Library Porch: Crafts and Games
Library Meeting Room: Videographer Jeffrey Smith
recording memories and comments on Mills
Community House and Benzonia Public Library

Vanilla Ice Cream donated by Hilltop Coffee and Ice Cream
Strawberry Shortcake Biscuits provided by Market Basket

FREE to the Community, just come and enjoy.

This program is part of the Celebrating 100 Years of Community series
and is sponsored by Benzonia Public Library, Mills Community House
and First Congregational Church of Benzonia UCC

&\(\mu/;,{-,(/ sasgey, First Congregational Church
MILLS @8 HOUSE (gt of Beuepie

ol W¢‘“ United Church of Christ

est 1909



It’s time to get ready for
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New shoes and socks for toddlers through high school (grade 12)
Eye exams and glasses (if needed)
School supplies (while supplies last)
All services offered at no cost

REGISTER ONSITE AT THE FATHER FRED FOUNDATION

July 28: Benzie
July 29: Leelanau B

2 July 31: Kalkaska o
N _ . ENZIE Bus
&M AUQUSt 1: Antrim Offering FREE door to

= August 5-8: Grand Traverse  door transportation at the

Benzie event for residents!

THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SUPPORTERS! Call 231-325-3000
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new balance Vi%i!‘ﬁm To Learn

cus on the Future

Registration starts
May 13th and

THE 826 Hastings St.
Fathelf‘ Flf‘ed Traverse City, 49686

Questions? Call:

Foundation” 231.947-2085

Our Mission: Based on the founding belief that each of us is created in God'’s image,
we offer help, hope, and compassion to anyone with essential needs.

ends July 18th

fatherfred.org




June 2025

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
BIG Sunday 12pm—Bridge 7pm—WAA | 7pm—AA (Barn) | 5pm—AA (Barn) | 12pm—WAA 8:30am Men’s
10-308m— 5pm—SMART (Barn) 7pm—NA (Barn) | (Barn) Breakfast
Worship & 7pm—AA (Barn) 7pm—AA (Barn) | 9am—Tutoring
Communion 7pm—Boy Scouts
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:30am— 9am—Trustees 7pm—WAA 7pm—AA (Barn) | 5pm—AA (Barn) 12pm—WAA Flag Day
Deacon’s 11am— (Barn) 7pm—NA (Barn) | (Barn) 9am—Tutoring
10:30am— Commodities 7pm—AA (Barn)
Worship 12pm—ABridge
Matins Spm—SMART
Pentecost 7pm—AA (Barn)
7pm—Boy Scout
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Father’s Day 12pm—Bridge 10am— 10am—Tutoring | Juneteenth Attic Treasures 8am— Attic
10:30am— | 5pm—SMART | Tutoring 7pm—AA (Barn) | Attic Treasures | S€WUP Treasure Sale
Worship 7pm—AA (Barn) 5pm—Council Setup 12pm—WAA 9am—Tutoring
12pm— 7pm—Boy Scouts | /PM—WAA Spm—AA (Barn) | 7pm—AA (Barn)
Christian Ed (Barn) 7pm—NA (Barn)
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
10:30am— Patty—vacation Patty— Patty—vacation | Patty—vacation Patty—vacation | Patty—vacation
Worship 12pm—Bridge vacation 10am—Tutoring | 5pm—AA (Barn) | 12pm—WAA 9am—Tutoring
5pm—SMART 10am— 7pm—AA (Barn) | 7pm—NA (Bamn) | 7pm—AA (Barn)
7pm—AA (Barn) Tutoring
7pm—WAA
7pm—Boy Scouts (Barn)
29 30
Patty— 12pm—Bridge
vacation 5pm—SMART
10:30am— 7pm—AA (Barn)
Worship 7pm—Boy Scouts
Jeff Rhodes—

Message




ACROSS
1 Forbidden by 8th
commandment
6 Mideastern

monarch

10 Son of Ahab
1 Kgs. 22:40

12 Son of Eliphaz
Gen. 36:11

14 “Now the eyes of
Israel were __ for
age,” Gen. 48:10

15 “Until the day
that __ entered
into the ark,”
Matt. 24:38

16 “Thou shalt have
__trees through-
out all thy coasts,”
Deut. 28:40

17 Father of Bela
1 Chron. 5:8

19 Son of Hosah
1 Chron. 26:10

21 Roman for 2

22 Female equines

24 Sacrificed in
place of Isaac

25 Ginger beverage

26 “Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto
one of the __ of
these my
brethren, ye have
done it unto me.”
Matt. 25:40

28 Presidential
office

29 _ and wine

31 “And Elkanah
went to __ to his
house.”
1 Sam. 2:11

33 They shall inherit
the earth

34 “The rod of
correction shall

it far from
him.” Prov. 22:15

36 Son of Caleb
1 Chron. 4:15

37 Before Hab.

38 Joseph took Mary

and baby Jesus
here to escape
Herod

42 Central America
(abbr.)

43 “And all that
dwelt at Lydda
and __ saw him,”
Acts 9:35

45 Father of Rizpah
2 Sam. 3:7

46 “He is come to
__, he is passed
to Migron;”

Isa. 10:28

48 Spot

50 Was beguiled by
the serpent

51 “The children of
__, the children
of Shalmai,”
Ezra 2:46

52 “Salute
approved in
Christ.”

Rom. 16:10

54 Child of Lotan
Gen. 36:22

55 The great red
dragon had 7 of
these Rev. 12:3

DOWN

1 Father of Adina
1 Chron. 11:42

2 Wife of Er
Gen. 38:6
3 Before Dan.

4 16th Hebrew
letter Psalm 119

5 Far East country

6 Jesus calmed this
from a boat

7 Father of Joseph
the carpenter
Luke 3:23

8 “The children of
Pochereth of
Zebaim, the
children of __’
Ezra 2:57

9 Son of Cush
Gen. 10:7

10 Husband of 50
Across

11 “We should be
made
according to the
hope of eternal
life.” Titus 3:7

13 “Toward the
north side of
Beth-emek, and

’

20 “The family of ___
was taken,”
1 Sam. 10:21

23 Galilee

25 The king of
Assyria brought
men from here
2 Kgs. 17:24

27 Son of Bela
1 Chron. 8:3

28 “I am Alpha and
__, the beginning
and the end.”
Rev. 21:6

29 Son of Shimhi
1 Chron. 8:21

30 Son of Peleg
Gen. 11:18

32 Avenue (abbr.)

33 After Jonah

37 Son of Vophsi
Num. 13:14

39 “Then shall the
earth __ her
increase;”
Psalm 67:6

40 Makes roads

41 13th & 14th
books of New
Testament (abbr.)

43 Magi’s guide

44 “The princes of
___are deceived;”
Isa. 19:13

47 “They would
have repented
long __in
sackcloth and

ashes.”
Matt. 11:21

_7 Josh. 1?:27 35 Damsel at the 49 Golf stand
18 The Ammonite gate where Peter 53 Louisiana (abbr.)
2 Sam. 23:37 knocked
Acts 12:13
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 " 12 !
16
20 21
25
28
31 32
36 37 38
ry) 43 44 45
46 47 48 49 50
51 52 53
B ’
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First Congregational Church of Benzonia UCC
901 Barber Street, P.O. Box 234
Benzonia, Ml 49616

A Joyful Noise!

First Congregational Church Of Benzonia UCC
Benzonia, MICHIGAN

Office Phone: 231-882-4922
Office Hours: M—F 9am—Noon

Office Email: secretary@benzoniacongregational.org



