
 

  

 

August 2025 

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF BENZONIA UCC 

Hi, 

August. Wow. The summer is moving along. How is it going for you? Have you spent much time 
with the contemplative spiritual practices that we have talked about? 

This month I would like to offer Lectio Divina. This is a fancy Latin term for reading and discerning. 
It really is not all that hard to do; however, it does take doing this with someone else. 

To engage in Lectio Divina you will need a comfortable place, a friend, and your favorite version of 
the bible. You and your friend(s) get comfortable and open your bibles or bible app. This can be done 
with a random reading, just open the bible, drop your finger on the page and read that section. Yes, 
you’ll have to find the start and the finish, but it is random. The other way is to be specific, open the 
bible to your favorite passage. 

One of you reads the passage out loud. Sit and think about it for a few minutes. Really, a few minutes 
not seconds. When time has passed, share a word that speaks to you. Just a word – don’t over work it. 
Sit with the possibility of no immediate resolution. Then the other person reads the same passage 
aloud. Again, sit with it. Contemplate. After a few minutes, share a group of words or thoughts that 
move you. Be vulnerable – be honest. Read it a third time aloud, sit with it, and then have an open 
conversation. 

This is a wonderful way to accomplish several things. When we hear a different voice, we hear things 
differently. When we engage with other perspectives, we hear things differently. This is a way to hear 
how someone else may engage with a particular passage. When we share scripture with another per-
son, it opens up the possibility of a deeper understanding and relationship. 

“A way of reading that prevents us from turning scripture on its head and using it to justify ourselves 
like that pathetic religion scholar was trying to do with Jesus. A way of reading that abandons the at-
tempt to take control of the text as if it were helpless without our help. A way of reading that refuses 
to be reduced to just reading but intends the living of the test, listening and responding to the voices 
of that ‘so great a cloud of witness’ “ – Eugene Peterson, Eat This Book, pg. 90. 

So, grab a friend or three, a good beverage, a comfortable spot, and start engaging deeply with our 
sacred text. 

Happy reading, 

 



 

  

 

 

Coffee Hour Hosts 

Aug. 3      Kay Bos 

Aug. 10   Ruth Catton Day 

Aug. 17 Carolina Tabora  

Aug. 24 Church Picnic 

Aug. 31    Jane Gary    

   

 
 
 

 

August Birthdays 

 

1 Andrea Polhamus 
3 Roger Weil 
4 Toni Dye 
6 Nena Girven 
7 Theodore Reed 
9 Dawn Olney 
9 Clara Reed 
11 Amy Winters 
15 Peter Jenema 
15 Toni Cadena 
15 Lisa Sauer 
16 Hailey Lowry 
18 Linda Nugent 
20 Sara Moorhead 
20 Andy Wagner 
20 Barb Myers 
21 Ruth Catton 
26 Shelley Thompson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Anniversaries 

 

17 Mary and Doug  
 Rodriguez 
21 Agnes and Jerry Slater 
23 Pat and Earl Schopp  

 

UCC Church of the Month 

As part of our continuing efforts to work together with our fellow 

United Northern Association churches as a community of faith, 

we invite you to pray this month for the ongoing mission and ministries of  

First Congregational Church of Harrison UCC 

Web Links 
 

Michigan Conference News: michucc.org 

Church Facebook Page:  
facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational 

United Northern Association Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/UnitedNorthernAssociationUCC  

Church YouTube Page: 
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC   

Church Instagram Page: @First_Congregational_Benzonia  

 

Flowers 

If you need the assistance of the church for  

Altar Flowers, please call the office 231-882-4922. 

Remember in your Prayers 

For our B.I.G. donations this month,  

we are collecting  

hot beverages.  
 

Barbara, Mike S., Bethany, Mike, Diana, Harrison, 
Cameron, Allegria & family, the Osborn family, 

family & friends of  
Arlie “Mike” Frank Kaskinen,  

Those who have lost loved ones. 

http://michucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC


 

  

 

 
 

Benzie Central Schools will be Providing Summer Meals 
 

REGISTER NOW!! 

Partial and full scholarships for 

clergy and delegate registrations 

are available with preapproval 

(does not include lodging)  

 

Individuals or churches in need of 

assistance, please contact Lisa 

Soulliere before August 30, 2025. 

 

Discounted lodging is available at 

the Westin in a block of hotel 

rooms for the Michigan  

Conference UCC until September 

5, 2025. 

https://michucc.breezechms.com/form/AnnualMeeting2025
mailto:lisa@michucc.org
mailto:lisa@michucc.org
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1733351154484&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1733351154484&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app=resvlink


 

  

 

 

It's time to celebrate!! Ruth Catton 

has a birthday this month and we’d 

like to celebrate her!! Come and 

celebrate Ruth's birthday on Sun-

day, August 10, after worship. That 

is not Ruth’s actual birthday, but 

we are celebrating it early. Come & 

share your stories of Ruth.   



 

  

 

August 2025 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 

12pm WAA 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

2 

8:30am 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

9am  

Tutoring 

 

 

 

3 

BIG Sunday 

10:30am  

Worship & 

Communion 

 

 

 

4 

12pm Bridge 

5pm SMART 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

5 

10am Tutoring 

(Barn) 

7pm WAA 

(Barn) 

6 

10am Tutoring 

(Barn) 

6pm Soup & 

Conversation 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

7 

9am Tutoring 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

 

 

8 

12pm WAA 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

 

9 

9am  

Tutoring 

 

10 

9:30am  
Deacon’s 

10:30am  

Worship with 

Rev. Dr. Lillian 

Daniel  

 

 

11 

9am Trustees 

12pm Bridge 

5pm SMART 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

12 

10am Tutoring 

(Barn) 

7pm WAA 

(Barn) 

13 

10am Tutoring 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

 

14 

9am Tutoring 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

15 

12pm WAA 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

 

16 

9am  

Tutoring 

 

17 

9:30am  

Christian Ed 

10:30am  

Worship 

 

 

18 

12pm Bridge 

5pm SMART 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

19 

10am Tutoring 

(Barn) 

5pm Council 

7pm WAA 

(Barn) 

20 

10am Tutoring 

(Barn) 

6pm Soup & 

Conversation 

7pm AA (Barn) 

21 

9am Tutoring 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

22 

12pm WAA 

7pm AA (Barn) 

23 

9am  

Tutoring 

24 

10:30am  

Worship 

Church Picnic 

 

 

25 

12pm Bridge 

5pm SMART 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

26 

10am Tutoring 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

27 

10am Tutoring 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

28 

9am Tutoring 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

29 

12pm WAA 

7pm AA (Barn 

30 

9am  

Tutoring 

31 

10:30am  

Worship 
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F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  O f  B e n z o n i a  U C C   

B e n z o n i a ,  M I C H I G A N  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Office Phone: 231-882-4922       

Office Hours: M—F 9am—Noon 

Office Email: secretary@benzoniacongregational.org 


