
 

  

 

September 2025 

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF BENZONIA UCC 

On Wednesday the 6th, 16 of us gathered for the first of four conversations of learning more about the Unit-
ed Church of Christ. This class was met with enthusiasm and saturation of information. When we were 
done, a suggestion was made that the questions asked and the answers given be shared. So, if you were 
in the group, here is a refresher. If you missed that night, here are the highlights. 

What were the 5 streams that came together to make the United Church of Christ? Congregational Chris-
tian, Evangelical and Reformed, Afro-Christian 

Who and when did previous mergers take place? Christian (Pilgrims) and Congregational (Puritans) 
merged June 17, 1931. Evangelical (German Lutherans) and Reformed (A different group of German Lu-
therans via Switzerland) merged June 26, 1934. 

When was the UCC formed? The merger of now three streams happened June 25, 1957. We came togeth-
er because we were all doing great social justice work!! 

Where? Cleveland, Ohio 

Where headquarters? Cleveland, Ohio. Fun fact: This is where the Synod 37 will be in July of 2028. 

Why do we have a Synod? This was a compromise in the merger. The E&R have always worked under a 
synod, so that was adopted. The CC churches, as autonomous, got to choose whether to join the UCC. 
The E&R side became more autonomous. Our General Synod, held triennially, speaks for the church, not 
to the church. 

Are we Conservative or Liberal? Yes, all of the above. As every church is autonomous, we can decide 
where we fall on the spectrum. 

What are the Three Great Loves? Love of Creation, Love of Neighbor, Love of Children. 

What is the bible verse the UCC uses as a unifier? “Thay they may all be one” (John 17:21). 

How many UCC churches – national – state? Nationally approximately 5000. State of Michigan has 145. 
There are 12 UCC churches in the United Northern Association. There are six associations in Michigan: 
Covenant, Detroit Metro, Eastern, Grand West, Southwest, UNA. The UCC has over 200 mission partners 
around the world. 

What are some of the slogans used in identifying the UCC? Unified and Unifying. No Matter where you are 
or who you are, you’re welcome here. God is Still Speaking. 

When did FCCB become FCCBUCC? 1961 

Fun Facts:: The Congregational Church was the first church to ordain a Black man; Lemuel Haynes, 1785, 

and a woman; Antoinette Brown Blackwell, 1853. Ms. Blackwell was trained at Oberlin College. 



 

  

 

 

Coffee Hour Hosts 

Sept. 7     Linda Jenema & 

       Bev Brouwer  

Sept. 14   Pancake Breakfast 

Sept. 21 Carolina Tábora  

Sept. 28 Phyllis Crowell-

VanHammen 

   

 
 
 

 

September Birthdays 

 

3 Kay Fischer 
3 Mary Thompson 
7 Connie Marshall 
8 Jerry Slater 
9 Andrew Wolowiec 
10 Mike Sheets 
10 Patricia Swanson 
14 Shaun Johnson 
16 Jennifer Olney 
16 Bill Dundon 
19 Ed Deering 
20  Henry Crooks 
22 Gregory Reed 
24 Julie Bretzke 
29 Nate Stone 
30 Mary Ellen Wagner  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Anniversaries 

 
5 Tim and Dianne Brian 
6 Clint and Michelle Brian 
19 Randy and Carol Dye 

 

 

UCC Church of the Month 

As part of our continuing efforts to work together with our fellow 

United Northern Association churches as a community of faith, 

we invite you to pray this month for the ongoing mission and ministries of  

First Congregational Church of Ironton UCC 

Web Links 
 

Michigan Conference News: michucc.org 

Church Facebook Page:  
facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational 

United Northern Association Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/UnitedNorthernAssociationUCC  

Church YouTube Page: 
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC   

Church Instagram Page: @First_Congregational_Benzonia  

 

Flowers 

If you need the assistance of the church for  

Altar Flowers, please call the office 231-882-4922. 

Remember in your Prayers 

For our B.I.G. donations this month,  

we are collecting  

food for Benzie Central Schools Food 

Pantry.  
 

Barbara, Mike S., Bethany, Eric, Mike, Diana, 
Brenda, Jean, Don, Chuck, Brooklyn, Jeff   

Those who have lost loved ones. 

http://michucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC


 

  

 



 

  

 

 

Circle 1 will meet at the 
Cherry Hut on Wed., 9/10 @ 
1:00.  We need to decide on 
our activities for the coming 

months.  Please let Chris 
Stone know if you plan on 
attending so seats can be 

reserved at the restaurant. 

phone:  231 651 0476  

chrisjstone47@gmail.com  

mailto:chrisjstone47@gmail.com


 

  

 



 

  

 

September 2025 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 

Labor Day 

Office Closed 

12pm Bridge 

5pm SMART 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

2 

7pm WAA 

(Barn) 

3 

6pm Soup & 

Conversation 

7pm AA (Barn) 

4 

9am Tutoring 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

5 

12pm WAA 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

6 

8:30am  

Men’s 

Breakfast 

 

7 

BIG Sunday 

10:30am  

Worship & 

Communion 

 

 

 

8 

12pm Bridge 

5pm SMART 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

9 

9am Trustees 

7pm WAA 

(Barn) 

10 

1pm Circle 1 

Cherry Hut 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

11 

9am Tutoring 

5pm AA (Barn) 

6pm Mental 

Health Forum & 

Meal 

7pm NA (Barn) 

 

 

12 

12pm WAA 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

 

13 

9am  

Tutoring 

 

14 

9am Pancake 

Breakfast 

9:30am  
Deacon’s 

10:30 am Rally 
Sunday 
 
10:30am  

Worship  

 

15 

12pm Bridge 

5pm SMART 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

16 

5pm Council 

7pm WAA 

(Barn) 

17 

6pm Soup &  

conversation 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

 

18 

9am Tutoring 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

19 

12pm BACN 

Lunch 

12pm WAA 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

 

20 

9am  

Tutoring 

1pm Music 

Committee 

4pm Salt 

City Dixie 

Jazz Band 

Concert 

21 

9:30am  
Christian Ed 

10:30am  
Worship 
 
 

 

22 

12pm Bridge 

5pm SMART 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

23 

7pm WAA 

(Barn) 

24 

7pm AA (Barn) 

25 

9am Tutoring 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

26 

12pm WAA 

7pm AA (Barn) 

27 

9am  

Tutoring 

Benzie  

Zonta (Barn) 

28 

10:30am  

Worship 

 

 

29 

12pm Bridge 

5pm SMART 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

30 

7pm AA (Barn) 

    



 

  

 



 

  

 

 

    First Congregational Church of Benzonia UCC 
  901 Barber Street, P.O. Box 234                                                         

    Benzonia, MI 49616  

       

          

 

                                                          

 

      

                

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

          
 

 
 

 

 

F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  O f  B e n z o n i a  U C C   

B e n z o n i a ,  M I C H I G A N  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Office Phone: 231-882-4922       

Office Hours: M—F 9am—Noon 

Office Email: secretary@benzoniacongregational.org 


