
 

  

 

October 2025 

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF BENZONIA UCC 

Hi,  
 
We are moving through the year. The colors are starting to change. One of the maple trees in my front 
yard, the first to change, is in magnificent color right now. The sun reflecting off the leaves illuminates my 
living room in the late afternoon. I sit in the warmth of the colors and think, “What a beautiful gift from God 
through creation” and I breathe deeply into it.  
 
Sitting in that space for several days has moved me to share another spiritual practice, the practice of giv-
ing. I know that Stewardship is just around the corner, please hear me out. This reflection does not specifi-
cally focus on money, but everything that we can give; our time, attention, our talents and skills, our dimes 
and dollars.  
 
Giving is a long held and deep spiritual practice. As such it can touch many facets of our lives: Gratitude, 
Trust, Community, and Transformation.  
 
Gratitude: Giving begins not in obligation but in thanksgiving. We acknowledge that all we have; our breath, 
time, talents, and resources are all gifts from God. In giving we are saying, “I recognize that what I hold is 
not mine alone.” 
 
Trust: To have money and items is to feel secure. To release some of it into the care of God’s work is to 
practice trust. It moves us from a theology of scarcity to a theology of abundance. “I trust there will be 
enough.” 
 
Community: Giving connects us to others. In Acts 2:44 believers, “had all things in common”. When we 
give, we’re not isolated benefactors but co-builders of a shared life. “I belong, and I want others to flourish 
too.” 
 
Transformation: Our giving shapes us. It shifts our heart toward God and God’s commandments. Over time, 
generosity softens us, expands our compassion, and frees us from anxiety over money and ‘stuff’. Jesus 
says in Matthew 6:21, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  
 
Giving is not simply supporting the church budget. It’s joining in God’s work of love, justice, and mercy.  
 
Breath deep into the beauty that God offers us this time of year and think of what you can offer back to 
bring about God’s Kingdom. 
 
Peace to our Journey,  

 

 



 

  

 

 

Coffee Hour Hosts 

Oct. 5       Bev Brouwer  

Oct. 12   Quarterly Meeting & 

 Potluck  

Oct. 19 Barb Brian  

Oct. 26 CE Fall Fest 

   

 
 
 

 

October Birthdays 

 

2 Clint Brian  
5 Phyllis Crowell-
 VanHammen 
7 Todd Vigland 
8 Tim Jenema 
8 Rob Rafferty 
11 Andy Case 
11 Jeff Rhodes 
13 Michelle Brian 
15 Amy Schneider 
16 Penny Smith 
19 Dianne Brian 
21 Doug Rodriguez 
23 Michelle Herban 
25 Barbara Reigler 
27 Jim Catts 
29 Nicole Olney  

 

 

 

 

October Anniversaries 

 

6 Rob and Maria 
 Wolowiec 
19 Cathy Clifford and Jeff 

 Rhodes  

 

UCC Church of the Month 

As part of our continuing efforts to work together with our fellow 

United Northern Association churches as a community of faith, 

we invite you to pray this month for the ongoing mission and ministries of  

First Congregational Church of Manistee UCC 

Web Links 
 

Michigan Conference News: michucc.org 

Church Facebook Page:  
facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational 

United Northern Association Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/UnitedNorthernAssociationUCC  

Church YouTube Page: 
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC   

Church Instagram Page: @First_Congregational_Benzonia  

 

Flowers 

If you need the assistance of the church for  

Altar Flowers, please call the office 231-882-4922. 

Remember in your Prayers 

For our B.I.G. donations this month,  

we are collecting  

towels & linens for BACN.  
 

Barbara, Eric, Jean, Don, Chuck, Brooklyn, Jeff, 
Brad, Barb, Ed, Paula; family & friends of Mike 

Heller; family & friends of Darryl Stoops   

Those who have lost loved ones. 

http://michucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC


 

  

 

 

Dear First Congregational, 

 

Thank you for inviting me to preach in Benzonia on Sunday, August 10, 

2025, and for taking the time to meet with me as your  Michigan 

Conference Minister. Conversations with all of you help me to discern 

what our clergy and churches need from me as a leader, and I hope our 

time together helps you imagine what we can do together as the United 

Church of Christ to serve God and neighbor. 

 

I also want to thank you for sharing a portion of your church budget 

with the Michigan Conference, which we in turn share with the national 

church so that when disaster hits anywhere in the world, you can rest 

assured that your gifts are already making a difference in Christ’s 

name. 

 

Please pray for our German and Michigan Youth who enjoyed visiting our 

UCC headquarters as the nation's capitol faces such great challenges and then for our return to host the Ger-

man youth at Tower Hill. 

 

Soon, I will be preaching at St. Paul's UCC, Watervliet. I will be 

asking them to pray for all of you. 

 

Peace and Blessings. 

Lillian Daniel 

 

The Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel 

Conference Minister  



 

  

 

Women's Fellowship will 

meet Wednesday, Oct 1 @ 

7:00 PM in  

Fellowship Hall.   

The program will be about 

Mia Jones's  

ambassadorship to  

Washington DC.   

All the women of the 

church are welcome.   

Circle 1 will meet  

Wednesday, Oct. 15 at 1:00 

at the Cherry Hut.  Please 

let Chris Stone know if you 

plan to attend.  You may 

email, text, or phone. 

 

chrisjstone47@gmail.com 

231-651-0476 

 
The Board of Christian Education would like to thank everyone who  

participated in the Silent Auction.  It was a great success and will help with the 
projects we do throughout the year.  



 

  

 

Please join us for our next Quarterly  

Informational Meeting and Potluck  

Sunday, October 12th. 

 

 

Immediately following worship. 



 

  

 

October 2025 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 

7pm Women’s  

Fellowship 

7pm AA (Barn) 

2 

11am Single 

MOMM 

5pm AA (Barn) 

6pm Annual MI 

Conference 

7pm NA (Barn) 

3 

Annual MI Conf 

12pm WAA 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

4 

Annual MI 

Conf 

8:30am  

Men’s 

Breakfast 

 

5 

BIG Sunday 

10:30am  

Worship & 

Communion 

 

 

 

6 

12pm Bridge 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

7 

7pm WAA 

(Barn) 

8 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

9 

11am Single 

MOMM 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

 

 

10 

12pm WAA 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

 

11 

 

 

12 

9:30am  
Deacon’s 

10:30am  

Worship  

11:30am Qtr 

Meeting &  

Potluck 

 

13 

9am Trustees 

11am  

Commodities 

12pm Bridge 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

14 

7pm WAA 

(Barn) 

15 

1pm Circle 1 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

 

16 

11am Single 

MOMM 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

17 

12pm WAA 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

 

18 

9am Benzie 

Zonta (Barn) 

 

19 

9:30am  
Christian Ed 

10:30am  
Worship 
 
 

 

20 

12pm Bridge 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

21 

5pm Council 

6pm Single 

MOMM 

7pm WAA 

(Barn) 

22 

7pm AA (Barn) 

23 

11am Single 

MOMM 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

24 

12pm WAA 

7pm AA (Barn) 

25 

2pm UNA  

Fall Meeting 

26 

10:30am  

Worship 

11:30am Fall 

Fest 

 

 

27 

12pm Bridge 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

28 

6pm Single 

MOMM 

7pm AA (Barn) 

29 

7pm AA (Barn) 

30 

11am Single 

MOMM 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

31 

Halloween 

12pm WAA 

7pm AA (Barn) 
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Office Phone: 231-882-4922       

Office Hours: M—F 9am—Noon 

Office Email: secretary@benzoniacongregational.org 


