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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF BENZONIA UCC 

Hi,  

Time. Do you have enough? Have you used it wisely today? Does time leave you feeling 

frazzled and overwhelmed? Content and comfortable?  

I know that I talk about time a lot. From starting many Joyful Noise articles with a thought on 

time, to being in my study, to being at home, I talk about time. Usually that conversation is 

about how I don’t have enough of it or that I have not managed it well. I often feel like I have 

not accomplished everything that I should have if my desk is not cleared in my study and 

the dishes, laundry, and floors are not done at home, in any given day.  

Time.  

We have spent a year looking and reflecting on many different spiritual practices. Perhaps I 

should have started the year with this sentence: Spiritual Practices are not meant to make 

you think of another thing to do.  

Spiritual practices are meant to bring you closer to God and to be in God’s time. A time to 

reflect, meditate, pray, and perhaps more importantly, be with God.  

To be with God. Now isn’t that something that we should all make time for. Anne Frank is 

quoted as saying, “No one has ever become poor by giving”. A true statement when we 

think of our time and God. We are not poor when we give God our time. We gain peace and 

calmness when we give God our time.  

Maybe you didn’t practice any of the offers over this year; Lectio Devina, Labyrinth,  

Storytelling, Dialogue and Deep Listening, Giving, Breath Prayers, Gardening. Maybe you 

found another space to call a spiritual practice; Singing, Sabbath, Bearing Witness, or Art 

and Journaling.  

The form is not as important as the outcome. Time with God is time well spent. May you 

give God some time today.  

Peace to your day. Peace to the time you give to yourself. Peace to the time you give to 
God.  
 



 

  

 

 

Coffee Hour Hosts 

Dec. 7  Advent  

  Workshop  

Dec. 14 Pastor Patty  

Dec. 21 Pastor Patty  

Dec. 28 Jo Bahry 

   

December Birthdays 

 

1 Keith Brian 
3 Dick Haase 
5 Courtney Sauer 
10 Izzy Bredbanner 
12 Emily Rafferty 
12 Blair Moss 
14 Margie Peacock 
15 Cathy Hahn 
18 Emmeline Wolowiec 
18 Michael Call 
19  Johnna Milks 
20  Rosemary Abbett 
20 Mia Jones 
27 Steve Walton 
28 Tyler Moss 
29 Kay Bos 
30 John Milks 
30 Danielle Plumstead 
31 David Call 
31 Wayne Strom 
31 Edward Shigwadja 
31  Michael Wear 
 

 

 

 

December Anniversaries 

 
3 Mike and Anna Wear 
7 Sonny and Esther Rodriguez 
21 Mike and Carolina Jones 
22 Andrew and Christy Case  

 

 

UCC Church of the Month 

As part of our continuing efforts to work together with our 

fellow United Northern Association churches as a community 

of faith, we invite you to pray this month for the ongoing mission and 

ministries of  

Trinity UCC 

Web Links 
 

Michigan Conference News: michucc.org 

Church Facebook Page:  
facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational 

United Northern Association Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/UnitedNorthernAssociationUCC  

Church YouTube Page: 
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC   

Church Instagram Page: @First_Congregational_Benzonia  

Flowers 

If you need the assistance of the church for  

Altar Flowers, please call the office 231-882-4922. 

Remember in your Prayers 

 

For our B.I.G. donations this month,  

we are collecting  

food for Benzie Food Partners.  
 

Barbara, Jeff, Brad, Ed, Paula, Hank, Randy;  
family & friends of John P Marshall   

Those who have lost loved ones. 

http://michucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC


 

  

 

Service for  

John P Marshall  

Saturday, December 

6 at 1:00 pm 



 

  

 



 

  

 

From the Desk of the 

Treasurer… 

 

As we approach the end of 

2025, we would be happy to 

help you plan year-end  

giving.  If you need  

assistance with a Qualified 

Charitable Distribution or  

other donation, please  

contact Bill Dundon. 

The Giving Tree  

is up in Fellowship Hall.  If 
you take a tag, please be 
sure to write your name 

and info on the  
corresponding paper,  

so we know who is  
responsible for each gift.  
Please return your gift(s)  

UNWRAPPED by  
Sunday, December 14th. 

 

Annual Meeting is  

January 25, 2026  

immediately following  

worship.  If you have a 

 report to submit,  

please do so at your 

 earliest convenience. 



 

  

 

December 2025 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 

12pm Bridge 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

2 

7pm WAA 

(Barn) 

3 

1pm Soup &  

Conversation 

7pm AA (Barn) 

4 

10:30am  

Women’s Radiant 

Qigong 

11am Single 

MOMM 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

 

5 

12pm WAA 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

6 

8:30am  

Men’s  

Breakfast 

1:00pm John  

P Marshall  

Service 

 

7 

BIG Sunday 

9am Advent 

Workshop/Brunch 

10:30am Worship 

 

 

 

8 

9am Trustees 

11am  

Commodities 

12pm Bridge 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

9 

7pm WAA 

(Barn) 

10 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

11 

10am Rekindle 

Counseling 

10:30am  

Women’s Radiant 

Qigong 

11am Single 

MOMM 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

 

 

12 

12pm WAA 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

 

13 

2pm Circle 1 

Cookie  

Project 

5pm Single 

MOMM  

Christmas 

14 

10:30am  
Worship  

“To Hear the  

Story”  

Multigenerational 

Play 

 

 

 

15 

12pm Bridge 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

16 

7pm WAA 

(Barn) 

 

17 

1pm Soup &  

Conversation 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

 

18 

10:30am  

Women’s Radiant 

Qigong 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

19 

12pm WAA 

(Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

 

20 

 

21 

9:30am  
Christian Ed 

10:30am  

Worship 

7pm Longest 

Night 

 

 

22 

12pm Bridge 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

23 

7pm WAA 

(Barn) 

24 

7pm AA (Barn) 

9pm Christmas 

Eve 

25 

Christmas 

26 

12pm WAA 

7pm AA (Barn) 

27 

 

28 

10:30am  

Worship 

 

 

29 

12pm Bridge 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

30 

7pm AA 

(Barn) 

31 

7pm AA (Barn) 
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F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  O f  B e n z o n i a  U C C   
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Office Phone: 231-882-4922       

Office Hours: M—F 9am—Noon 

Office Email: secretary@benzoniacongregational.org 


