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Hel l o Fell ow Travelers,

Last month we received our ten books f &r tthleenef if 031
mul tigenerational work of the Mitten Project is n

The first book f@That Seramcebadiryg AdPundance anlhy Re
Robin Wall Ki mmerer. I n the past | have heBarad da xa:
Sweetgra&a®os | thought this was a great place to sta
SUNY Distinguished Teaching Professor of Environmi

This book has I ed me to a | ot of thinking.

Most of wus |live inside what Robin Wall Ki mmerer c:
does this cost? What do | get? Is it worth it? Fr.
everything in our |ives comes with a price tag an:
wages, time f @&r epgrfaecutbteanmim i tlggr . 1 And 1t can quideand
even one another.

But i n her book, The Serviceberry, Ki mmerer invite
economy. I n the natural world, she writes, thé Sei
abundantly. Birds, bears, humans, and soil all/l re
relationship. Not hing is hoarded. Nothing is wast:

I n a gift economy, tdiwhattndoad tqlies fhaestts ?haaBse trb éreant |
AiWhat 1 s onHebewd eddo? we responad with gratitude?

What a way to |live. She illustrates through her b
Scripture neve® weaerslcd i d® sa Gmalr ket pl ace. 't i s desc
feast. Jdisuisnvdioteesnpeopl e to purchase dr acchea;r ghee anmun
feeds crowdd. nelgotdobase forgiveness; he gives it.
God economy is rooted not in scarcity, but i n abu
God economy is built on gift and reciprocity: Rec

Th&t very different from t hel ktae¥dnenuontie re nsotuogrhy® tkhicaot r e
Measure your worth by wha@at you produce or purchas:



Il n the church, we sometimes slip into that <consume
a product, ministry as a service, st ewa igdesthnispt eaasd |
somet hing we practice togetsdhea .| iBwitn gc heucrocshy sitse nm.ot
Every person who wal ks through our doors carries ¢
prayers, storisfhovieduoghtenr, desowo appointments, h
who is missing. These are not transactions. They ¢
Ki mmerer reminds us that in a gift economy, gratit
naturally wantd hot gove oh oktwugati on, but out of r
community stays alive.

h&t what stewardship really is. Not&@payrogl Abobr oah
funding an institution but nourishing a body. Not
Il n a small, rural community especially, we alread)
show up when someone is sick. We plow each other ¢
Long before anyone writes a check, the gift econor
The church simply names it, blesses it, and joins
So maybe the invitation for us is this:

Where have we been |living |ike consumers when God
Where have we been afraid of running out when God
Where can we practice gratitude that turns into ge¢
The serviceberry does not ask who deserves its fr.
communi ty.

May we do odthreustaimeg & heedonaomyGodl ove mul tiplies, gi
whenever we choose to share.

See you along The Way,




Barbara, Paula, Hank, Anfaa. Br ad, MikQ‘
1 Judy Pol |
r Man 2 Pet er MOS&
2 Leah Johnf i
2 Barry Hahn |/
4 Ryan Stro
Those who have |l ost | o8ve&honhety C
8 Mary Gehr
8 Eli zabeth e i
UCC Church of the Monbh Chri s Jone@‘\j
As part of our continuing etk 3rliK$ mMmoWearketroget
fellow United Northern Assocjla3 i®h ecdhluegheMaass |
aith, we invite you to pray t/hidsJmmomnh Geh rtihe go
ministries of 14 Del ores Jone:
1st Congregational Church of 1061e|1<yman UHQ)pki ns
21 Wi | | Jones
23 Donna Knox
00 Bt B 2o B B Bto B Bto Bt Mg Bpj2 2 Donpe Knox,
é@& Flower s 628 Ezekiel Wear
|l f you need the assista -ggfﬁﬂ?ﬂglchmgkﬁafno
@ Altar Flowers, p2aas292a (‘tzhgeMogf:fisfFee gfro‘
R B B B BB B B B e
For Bourd&@nati ons thjis mont h,
we are coll &otwwipng | cans of
benef BACEHNJd
Benzi e Food Partiner s
P
Web Links ::z}. AL ::z}. A
Mi chi gan Conf emienhcuiec dN.eamsg N
Church Facebook Page: .

facebook. com/ Benzoni aCongregational

United Northern Association Facebook
facebook. com/ UnitedNorthernAssoci ati on
Church YouTube Page:

https:// www. youtube. com/ @Fi r ega
Church I nstag@resnmoRagecc —
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http://michucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC

Souper Bowl Sunday
Now Throughout February

Soup Gan Collection
Benefitting BACN and

Benzie Food Partners

@
\ NFC vs AFC
/4

Blue bins in
the Fellnwship Hall

N‘e N ool Al ISR A XX A 4“44 c,".-"'" Sy e 5

Sponsored By OUtreach \

Don’t miss out on the fun!!
Blind Date with a Book is back!!
4 Easy Steps to Enjoy...
Pick out one or three from the
clues that are written on the
wrapper.

Put the donation in the fishbowl.

Go home and into your comfy
spot.

Unwrap and enjoy.



C)LJFJGEI— ES()\AJ Grief

During the | ast year g

Sunday Congregnhe ohoard of e
February 8, 2026 unport grous ot some
Following pertog. oo e TRToNe L
WorShipserVice | f you might be intere

beginning this kind of
l et usWknwere thinking
somet hing casual, you
need.

We can offer a safe pl
and share experiences
opportunities to helop

I f interested please c
Patty, the office or C

A 2
" %
i As we make bigger tables, not
b‘ higher walls...
\ 4
‘ Youw are tnvited to dinner.
’ February 14th
' At 5:20
i
‘ Come as Ownes or TWosS or

WwWhole Families.

‘ ALl are wWelcome



\AAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAALAAALAAALAAAAAALAAAALAAAAAAAAAAAALAAALAAAD,
A Way to Give:
L 4
®Making a charity a beneficiary is a meaningful w
®of the simplest ways is through a will or trust.
edol l ar amount, a percentage of your estate, or t
et apkanning professional can help ensur@®@ dlheo | Wwingawpa
®chaai fwll | egal name so your gift is directed exzc
rrcommon option is to name a charity as a t:e
nsurance policies, and some bank or i nvest e
h the institution. This approach is often &%
request a beneficiary designation for m, Ii:s
Reviewing these designations regularly ensyu
4
aGl Welipft ul to communicate your plans. Let youp
ming the charity as wel |l . Many organizations Cy?
.
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goal s and may recognize your generosity in wa
y, naming a charity as a beneficiary becomes ®a
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ume that the bequest is unrestricted unlesd®
ur wish, then it should be stated.
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