
 

  

 

April 2026 

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF BENZONIA UCC 

Hi,  

 

As I am making my way through the Mitten Project books, the book I picked up for this month 

is Evey Season Sacred by Kayla Craig. I picked it up somewhere between the 5
th
 and the 11

th
 

of March, while the sun was shining and the temperature was in the high 30s and low 40s. As 

it was a delightful day, I turned to the section reflecting on spring.  

The writing immediately took me back to being a child and then raising my children as Ms. 

Craig reflects on Frog and Toad are Friends, a book from my childhood. Frog is trying to wake 

up Toad as spring is at hand. Time to move back out into the world after the cold and hiberna-

tion of winter.  

I then had to put the book down, and to be honest, have not yet picked it back up. Life.  

With that said, I spent the next few days reflecting on the thawing ground. The softness as well 

as the smell of warming ground. I took time to look at my flower beds and saw small green 

shoots coming up. We were able to pick up some of the limb litter in the yard. The lilac bush is 

starting to bud out. Spring is here. Easter is coming. Life is good.  

And then.  

And then we had 72 hours of snow, slush, ice, freezing rain. Winter was back with a temper 

tantrum taking out power, closing roads, and causing anxieties to rise. Winter was trying to get 

the last word. How dare we take joy in the extended daylight hours, newly bestowed upon us?  

And yet.  

And yet, spring is here. And yet, the snow is melting, almost as fast as it came. And yet, there 

is more daylight to the day. Easter is still coming, even as we are still looking at our wilderness 

journeys.   

Every season is sacred. God is present in all seasons. What ever season you are experienc-

ing today; may you know God is with you.  

Always, God is present.  

 

See you along The Way,  



 

  

 

Coffee Hour Hosts 

Apr 5  Chris Stone 

Apr 12 Doug & Mary  

  Rodriguez 

Apr 19 CE Pancake 

  Breakfast 

Apr 26 Jane Gary 

 

   

 

 

 

 
4 Joan Harwood  
5 Anna Nordbeck  
5 Maridee Cutler  
6 Scott Neveu   
9 Earl Schopp   
12       Sheila Dinger 
12 Tim Johnson   
13 Steve Davidson  
15 Barbara Brian  
16 Amanda Case  
18 Jean Bowers   
22 Olivia Brian   
27 Mary Wulke 
30 Jaxon Brown 
30 Cheryl Dundon  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 David and Phyllis Van Hammen  

 

 

 

UCC Church of the Month 

As part of our continuing efforts to work together with our 

fellow United Northern Association churches as a community 

of faith, we invite you to pray this month for the ongoing mission and 

ministries of  

Atlanta Congregational Church UCC 

Web Links 
 

Michigan Conference News: michucc.org 

Church Facebook Page:  
facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational 

United Northern Association Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/UnitedNorthernAssociationUCC  

Church YouTube Page: 
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC   

Church Instagram Page: @benzoniaucc 

Flowers 

If you need the assistance of the church for  

Altar Flowers, please call the office 231-882-4922. 

Remember in your Prayers 

For our B.I.G. donations this month,  

we are collecting Groceries  

benefitting Frankfort Schools Food  

Pantry.  
 

Barbara, Anna, Rodney, Robin, Carina, John; family 
& friends of Carolyn Gaylord; family & friends of 

Dixie; family & friends of Nancy Eggleston; family & 
friends of Darlene Gray. 

Those who have lost loved ones. 

http://michucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BenzoniaCongregational
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalBenzoniaUCC


 

  

 



 

  

 

Women's Fellowship will meet Wed., 
April 8 @ 2:00 at the church.  We 
will have an informal meeting while 
setting the tables and prepping the 
food for the Maples Dinner which 
will be @ 5:00.  Help cleaning up  

after is needed also.   

 

Women's Fellowship is  

looking for pies to serve for 

dessert at the Maples Dinner 

on April 8.   Any kind of pie is 

welcome.  Please have them 

at the church that afternoon 

so they can be cut and  

plated.  Contact Chris Stone 

if you will provide a pie.  

chrisjstone47@gmail.com  

Single MOMM is treating their 
moms to dinner on Sat, May 

9. They are looking for volunteers 
to help serve and clean up. Please 
check with Sara Moorhead if you 
are interested in helping or want 

more information. Contact Sara @ 
 themoorheads@sbcglobal.net  

mailto:chrisjstone47@gmail.com
mailto:themoorheads@sbcglobal.net


 

  

 

 
Circle 1 will meet Wed., April 

15 @ 1:00 @ the church.  Linda 
Jenema is the hostess.  We have 

a funeral luncheon on May 9  
to plan.  



 

  

 

April 2026 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
   1 

7pm AA (Barn) 

Paige—Vacation 

2 

10:30am  

Women’s  

Radiant Qigong (Barn) 

5pm AA (Barn) 

6pm Maundy Thursday 

7pm NA (Barn) 

Paige—Vacation 

3 

12pm WAA (Barn) 

7pm Good  

Friday 

Service 

7pm AA (Barn) 

Paige—Vacation 

4 

8:30am  

Men’s  

Breakfast 

Platte River Inn 

5 

Easter Sunday 

7am Sunrise  

Service 

10:30am  

Worship 

 

 

 

6 

12pm Bridge 

Office Closed 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

7 

Pastor Patty— 

Vacation 

5:30pm 

Single MOMM 

7pm WAA (Barn) 

8 

Pastor Patty— 

Vacation 

5pm Maple’s  

Dinner 

7pm AA (Barn) 

9 

Pastor Patty— 

Vacation 

10:30am  

Women’s  

Radiant Qigong (Barn) 

2pm Women’s 

Fellowship 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

 

 

10 

Pastor Patty— 

Vacation 

12pm WAA (Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

11 

Pastor Patty— 

Vacation 

 

 

 

12 

Pastor Patty— 

Vacation 

9:30am  

Deacons 

10:30am  

Worship  

3pm UNA Spring 

Meeting—Gaylord 

 

 

 

13 

9am Trustees 

11am  

Commodities 

Distribution 

12pm Bridge 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scou 

14 

5:30pm  

Single MOMM 

7pm WAA (Barn) 

15 

8am Benzie Cty 

Community Chest 

7pm AA (Barn) 

16 

10:30am  

Women’s  

Radiant Qigong (Barn) 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

17 

12pm WAA (Barn) 

7pm AA (Barn) 

18 

8:30am  

Benzie Zonta 

(Barn) 

19 

9:30am Christian 

Ed 

10:30am  

Worship 

Pancake  

Breakfast 

Following  

Worship 

 

 

 

20 

12pm Bridge 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

 

21 

5pm Council 

5:30pm  

Single MOMM 

7pm WAA (Barn) 

22 

7pm AA (Barn) 

23 

10:30am  

Women’s  

Radiant Qigong (Barn) 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 

 

 

 

24 

12pm WAA 

7pm AA (Barn) 

 

 

26 

10:30am 

Worship 

27 

12pm Bridge 

7pm AA (Barn) 

7pm Boy Scouts 

28 

5:30pm Single 

MOMM 

7pm WAA (Barn) 

29 

7pm AA (Barn) 

30 

10:30am  

Women’s  

Radiant Qigong (Barn) 

5pm AA (Barn) 

7pm NA (Barn) 
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F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  O f  B e n z o n i a  U C C   

B e n z o n i a ,  M I C H I G A N  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Office Phone: 231-882-4922       

Office Hours: M—F 9am—Noon 

Office Email: secretary@benzoniacongregational.org 


